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Origin of q Red Laser Diode

Overview
In 1962, Texas instrument engineers patented near-infrared LEDs based on GaAs,
and Nick Holonyak Jr., working at General Electric, developed the first visible-
spectrum (red) semiconductor laser diode. The very first working laser, built in 1960,
fired a red beam at 694. 3 nanometers using a synthetic ruby crystal. He was then
working at a General Electric research laboratory near. As we mark the 60th
anniversary of the IEEE Photonics Society, it's an ideal time to honor the visionary
pioneers whose discoveries have illuminated the modern world. Photonics has
reshaped our lives in profound ways, and few have had a more enduring impact on
that transformation than Nick Holonyak. Red laser diodes, based on, e., GaInP or
AlGaInP quantum wells, are available with different output power levels, ranging from
a few milliwatts (single emitters, VCSELs) to the order of 100 W from diode bars.
Typical wavelengths are 635, 650 and 670 nm. Round, working at Marconi Labs in
Chelmsford, Essex, observed a curious glow when applying a voltage to silicon
carbide crystals—a phenomenon we now recognise as the first recorded LED effect.
At the time, though, the technology lacked a practical use.

© 2026 Budowa Silesia Photonics - All rights reserved



Page 2/3

Article Content

Nick Holonyak

OverviewEarly life and careerInventionsCommemorationFurther reading

Nick Holonyak Jr. (November 3, 1928 – September 18, 2022) was an American
electronics engineer. He is noted particularly for his 1962 invention and first
demonstration of a semiconductor laser diode that emitted visible light. This device
was the forerunner of the first generation of commercial light-emitting diodes (LEDs).
He was then working at a General Electric research laboratory near Syracuse, New
York. He l…

Red Lasers – laser diodes

Various kinds of lasers emit red light, including laser diodes, gas lasers, some solid-
state lasers as well as sources involving nonlinear frequency conversion.

The Birth of the Visible LED: Nick Holonyak Jr. and a Turning Point in ...

Holonyak''s invention of the visible LED and the red laser diode was just the
beginning. In 1977, at the University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign, he and his
students developed the first …

Red laser diodes explore the future of biomedical and quantum ...

AlGaInP red laser diodes were commercialized in the late 1980s. Since then, along
with continued performance improvements, they have been widely used as visible
lasers for visible applications …

Why Are Lasers Red? Diodes, Cost, and History

The color a laser diode emits depends on its bandgap, which is the energy gap that
electrons must cross to release a photon. A smaller energy gap produces longer-
wavelength (redder) light, and a larger …

Nick Holonyak

He is noted particularly for his 1962 invention and first demonstration of a
semiconductor laser diode that emitted visible light. This device was the forerunner
of the first generation of commercial light …

The development of the semiconductor laser diode after the first ...

The first semiconductor laser diodes were deceptively simple. They were typically a
small chunk of n-type GaAs, often grown by vapor transport, with cleaved or polished
facets forming a …

Lighting the way: The evolution of the Light Emitting Diode (LED)
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In 1962, Texas instrument engineers patented near-infrared LEDs based on GaAs,
and Nick Holonyak Jr., working at General Electric, developed the first visible-
spectrum (red) …

Red Quantum Dot Light‐Emitting Diodes

This chapter provides a detailed overview of the fundamental concepts and recent
advancements in red QDLED materials and devices. Two main aspects are
introduced: firstly, the commonly used …

Module 3: Semiconductor Lasers

To operate at a different wavelength, a different laser diode must be prepared with a
different material ratio. In this fashion, lasers have been prepared to cover the entire
red and infrared portion of the …
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For more information, pricing, or custom solutions, please contact us:
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This document is for informational purposes only. Specifications subject to
change without notice.
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